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From the Pastor’s Desk

In the Lattimer house when | was growing up, we were
quiet every Saturday night from 6 - 8pm. We were
listening to A Prairie Home Companion on the radio. It
was Garrison Keillor’s variety show, filled with music and
jokes and stories. The highlight was The News from Lake
Woebegone - stories of the comings and goings of the folk
from Garrison’s imagined home town. We just loved stories. Mom says that | put myself
to sleep most nights, even when | was young, staying up late reading books. There’s just
something about stories...

Did you ever wonder why the all-powerful God of the universe would choose to reveal
himself through ancient texts - through stories instead of theological descriptions?
Maybe it’s fitting that God's self-revelation comes through narrative. Stories speak to
deeper realities, to complexities that challenge simplistic descriptions. If you're
describing a machine, then some sort of technical manual serves best. Sometimes we try
to offer a simplified technical manual version of God. But the God of the Bible is
something different - something terrible and wonderful and unpredictable. The
incredible witness of the Bible is that God is a person. Transcendent yet living. God is a
person, the creator in real relationship with the created.

Stories are powerful. They speak to deep places within us, reaching past the part of our
brains that deal with interesting facts. As Frederick Buechner says, stories reach down to
the place inside of us where dreams are born. (See Telling the Truth, p. 4) Stories speak
to the parts of us that define us. Our deepest connections with others are with those
who get us - those who know our story, and whose story is in turn known by us. Stories,
the deep narratives, remind us who we are and give us visions of who we want to be.

So, beginning in March, we are going to be reading stories together. Jesus knew the
power of stories, and in worship each week, we’ll explore together Jesus’ parables. You
can help us build up the worship center at the front too. Bring in your favorite books -
the stories that have helped shaped you over the years. (Write your name in the books,
so they can find their way back home at the end of the series.) After church, feel free to
come up front and look through the books that have been most meaningful to the
people around you.

- Continued on page 2 -




We’ll also be starting a Stone Church book club! We’ll have short stories
available for different age groups. Take one home, read it through, and
leave your thoughts and reflections on the attached page. Bring it back the
next week, and pick up a new story - reading it and the reflections of
others who have read it before.

In Sunday School the youngest among us will be continuing to read stories of God’s care
for us. In our adult classes you can choose between reading Jesus Stories from the
Gospel of Luke, or stories of God at work around us amidst the Powers and Principalities
in the Sojourners class. There will also be a class for those thinking about baptism and
membership - learning about the story of the Brethren Church, and looking at how your
own story ties in both here and now, as well as to the broader tale God has been
weaving since the beginning of time.

There are so many ways to get involved. We hope you'll join us this month - hearing
stories and sharing your own!

Baptism & Membership Class
If you're not a member or have never been baptized, this Sunday School class
is for you. (Taking the class is an exploration, not a commitment to be
baptized or to become a member.) Maybe you've been a long time member
and want a refresher. Come join us! Call in to the office (643-3390) or send an
e-mail (PastorCindyLattimer@gmail.com) to sign up - it will be very helpful to
know who is planning to attend. Here's what Pastor Cindy's Membership Class
will look like:

March 10 - Get-to-know each other
March 17 - History of the Brethren and Stone Church
March 24 - History of Christianity

March 31 - History of the Bible

Aprit 7 - Brethren beliefs and practices
April 14 - Palm Sunday, no class

April 21 - Easter, no class

Stone Church structure

April 28




Sunday School Spotlight

with Jeannie Lashlee

This month we will hear what my third Sunday School teachet

(SUNDAY
SCHOOL

interviewee had to say. As you remember, we currently have five
classes:

Pre-school and Farly Elementary class taught by Jeannie Lashlee,

Llamacats led by Pam Grugan,

Senior High Class with Rick Laabs,

Sojourners led by different teachers but coordinated by Henry Thurston-Griswold,
and an Adult Bible Study taught by Pastor Ben.

(And Pastor Cindy’s Membership Class begins on March 10”))

Question: What Sunday School class do you teach? Who is the class for?
Rick: I teach the Seniot High class. The Holy Spirit tugged at my heart and I got involved when
the Middle School class lost their teacher mid- year. I have not regretted it since.

Q: What is something you would like others to know about your Sunday School class?
Rick: Our class is an interactive exploration of how we should live out our faith, as we use Jesus’
example. In class, they enjoy playing a game relevant to the topic.

Q: Do you have upcoming plans for your Sunday School class?
Rick: Visiting Elderly Shut-Ins. ... And they did! See their story on the next page!

Q: Do you have anything else to add?
Rick: If you ate considering teaching or assisting, come try it out. The classes are e
small, so you truly get to know the students and can make a big impression on them. -

"With us in spirit..."

Below are members of our church family who, though they are not often physically able to join us in
worship, remain with us in spirit. Remember them in your prayers, and with cards and visits! Please
contact the church office (814-643-3390 or stonechurch@verizon.net) to add others you know.

Delois Fluke Westminster Woods Floyd McDowell
11325 Raystown Rd. John Bowser Olney Assisted Living
Huntingdon, PA 16652 Joanne Dolnikowski 16940 Georgia Ave.
Sue Martin (& Bill @the Oaks#106) Olney, MD 20832
Jean Prendergast Yvonne McKensie
930 Mifflin St. Denny Rock
Huntingdon, PA 16652 Robert Wagoner @ the Homestead #115
(814-447-5563)
Thelma Wallace Arista Care (814-643-4210) Woodlands/Arista Care
5754 Wallace Dr. 1229 Warm Springs Ave, Huntingdon 16652 18889 Coghan Pike, Orbisonia 17243
Huntingdon, PA 16652 Howard Crouch — Room 265 Gene Goshorn — Room 104

Orpha Hearn — Room 251




1 Class Follow-up on Planned Action
NSUNDAY By Rick Laabs
SCHOOL,

Our Stone Church Sr High Sunday School youth had the
opportunity to live out one of the messages from this past summer's National Youth
Conference. The message was "widen the circle" by reaching out in love and inviting others to
the table. During class, we explored who among the members of the community are outsiders,
either by choice, by circumstance or because of societal norms. The list was extensive and
included prisoners, those hospitalized, the homeless, etc. We brainstormed ways we could
reach out in love to each group, widening our circle in the process. My challenge to the class
was to select one group with whom to live out the message of sharing love. They chose visiting
eldetly shut-ins. (The group that 1s “with us in spirit.”)

January 6th, seven of our Sr High Youth and two teachers ventured to Arista Care to deliver a
message of love, with Christmas cookies, to Orpha Hearn and Howard Crouch. It was
serendipitous that it was also Orpha's 93rd birthday! The group presented her with a birthday
cake and sang a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday. As the group introduced themselves,
Orpha shared memories of them as children or babies, as well as their parents and
grandparents. It was a time rich with community. After the short birthday celebration, half
stayed to visit further with Orpha while the other half ventured down the hall to visit with
Howard, age 94.

The groups expetienced two completely different perspectives of Stone Church, particularly in
regards to senior living in a nursing home. Orpha was upbeat, thankful for her friends at Stone
and their love and support, as she shared her memories since the first time she attended Stone
at age 3 days. And Howard, always the teacher, offered perspectives on current events and
volunteered a listening ear if they ever needed to talk. Several youth commented on how sharp
their minds were. The group shared the experience during worship, thus connecting the
congregation to the event, in essence bringing Orpha and Howard's spirit, message and
memories to the table. In widening their circle, the youth brought joy and love to Howard and
Orpha that will no doubt linger beyond that one day. And in the weeks that followed, the
youth reflected on their experience and continue to consider their next steps. When you see the
youth, be sure to ask them about their Arista Care trip!

Stone Church seeks to be
a Christ-centered community
where all are
spiritually nourished, equipped and empowered
to continue the work of Jesus,
peacefully, simply, together.




THIS MONTH IN THE STONE CHURCH SANCTUARY!

10:45am Sunday Worship Stone ChUTCh Rlngers
MARCH 3
APRIL 14

MAY 5

For those who enjoy the stirring sounds of handbells during worship, the
Stone Church Ringers will be part of the 10:45am worship experience one
Sunday per month for the next three months! Be sure to join us these
Sundays to share in this minstry!

Mark the beginning of the season of Lent... ASH WEDNESDAY

6:30pm Wednesday Evening
MARCH 6

This is a joint service of Stone Church together with Juniata College’s Campus
Ministry Office. This service 1s one of preparation and reflection. Ash Wednesday
derives its name from the ancient practice of marking the foreheads of worshippers

with ashes from the unused palm branches of the previous year. This ritual is

offered during this service to those who wish to participate.

6:00 PM SUNDAY EVENINGS
MARCH 24

APRIL 14 TAIZE

All are invited to attend this casual 45 minute service of music, prayers, and silence. A
small group of instrumentalists accompany songs which are prayertully repetitive. A
Taizé service 1s an excellent opportunity to find some stillness and quiet in our busy

world. Come, join us, and experience rest and peace for your spirit.




Lenten Music for Meditation

Lent is the season in the church year where we reflect as we journey alongside Jesus to the cross and
beyond. Lent begins on Wednesday, March 6 (Ash Wednesday) and ends on Thursday, April 18 when we
celebrate Love Feast together. Then comes Good Friday where we remember Christ’s death on the cross,
and on Easter Sunday churches around the world celebrate Christ’s resurrection. But right now, here in
this month of March, we have an opportunity to take pause during the Lenten season, those days leading
to the crucifixion. We have a chance to reflect on how this impacts the world, and our lives. Throughout
Lent, you are invited to join the Huntingdon church community each Wednesday afternoon to listen to
meditative music. Each 45-minute service of Lenten Music for Mediation is led by an area musician. The
doors open at noon to allow a time of silence in preparation with the services beginning at 12:15.

All are invited,

March 6:  Marian Sue McElwee - Presbyterian Church
March 13: Keith Sutton - Presbyterian Church

March 20: Anthony Bullett - Presbyterian Church
March 27: Marian Sue McElwee - Presbyterian Church
April 3:  Mim Slicker - Abbey Church

April 10:  Loren & Donna Rhodes - Stone Church
April 17:  Keith Sutton - Presbyterian Church

Baskets will be available at the door should you wish to leave a
donation toward the Huntingdon Area Forum of Churches Emergency Fuel Fund, helping those in the
community weather the Winter’s cold.

N ,f//}’ .. Lenten Supper Series N = ;/f”i’

L’E NT Thursdays at 6pm LEN T
St John's Episcopal, 15th Street United Methodist & St James Lutheran Churches in Huntingdon are
uniting to provide a mid-Lenten Supper Series with Study based on the theme “Lost”. All are invited
to gather at 6:00pm each or any Thursday from March 14 through April 4 for a light supper, study
and brief closing worship. Folks from the host church will provide supper (except on March 14 when
the meal will be provided by the folks from Donation).

Date Location Study Leader Worship Leader Topic

3/14 15t St Fr Gene Tucker Rev Brandon Cian  Losing things we ought to lose
3/21 StJames  Fr Gene Tucker Rev Fred Hickok Fear of Missing Out

3/28 St]ohns Rev Fred Hickok Rev Brandon Cian  Gains which arise out of loss

4/4 15th St Rev Brandon Cian Fr. Gene Tucker Grieving Loss

15th St United Methodist Church: 1500 Moore St.
St John'’s Episcopal Church: 212 Penn St.
St James Lutheran Church: 525 Mifflin St.




Summer Camp 2019 — Peace Works
N EeWS F rom Don’t miss out on summer camps for children and youth ranging from 5

; T4 e years to HS seniors, and families too! Registration is open through June 1.
4 F Stone Church covers half of the fee for our children and youth. Families —
= check out the Sibling discount. If finances stand in the way of a child going

to camp, look for scholarship information in the brochure and consider applying. Brochures are available in
the Conference Room and back of the Sanctuary; online registration at www.campbluediamond.org.

Camp Blue Diamond Annual Dinners

Friday, March 22 — Appetizers 6:00pm; Dinner 6:30pm

Saturday, March 23 — Appetizers 5:00pm; Dinner 5:30pm

Learn what’s new with Camp, help raise funds for the climbing tower and summer camp, enjoy

a delicious meal, fellowship with friends, laugh and sing along with musician and storyteller Joseph Helfrich.
Tickets are $50 per person and can be purchased from our Stone Church waiters: Pastor Cindy Lattimer
(Friday) and David Meadows (Saturday). Payment can also be made in the Stone Church Office.

Camp Work Day — April 6

Help Camp get ready for summer! Projects include: wood cutting, splitting and stacking, staining, carpentry,
raking, repairing, cleaning, and more... Breakfast served 7:30 - 8am. Jobs will be assigned at 8am, and a lunch
will be served at noon. If you have a splitter, chainsaw or truck for hauling, please bring them. Please let Camp
know you’re coming by calling the office at 814-667-2355, or email campbluediamond@verizon.net.

Father/Son Retreat: Joseph and His Brothers — April 12-13

The Father/Son Retreat is a terrific time for sons and dads (grandpas) to spend time together. The retreat
begins at 6:30pm Friday and closes at 3pm Saturday. Join us as we explore the Bible story of ‘Joseph &

His Brothers’, a fascinating tale about sibling rivalry, danger, forgiveness, and love. We'll also play games, go
on a night-hike, fish and canoe, cook over a fire, do pine cone crafts, make walking sticks, and ride the Giant
Swing. Cost is $35 for adults, $25 for boys grades K-8. Register by April 8. More info on the church bulletin
board and at www.campbluediamond.org.

Quilt & Craft Camp: Sew Peace — April 26-28

Join friends old and new for a weekend of creativity, laughter, and inspiration. Bring your quilt work, cross
stitch, knitting, scrap booking, etc... and join the fun! New this year —a trip to Mary Lee’s Fabric Shop in
Belleville before the retreat. More info on the church bulletin board and at www.campbluediamond.org.

Upcoming Events

Jr. Retreat for grades 3-5 March 1-2
Annual Dinners March 22-23
Camp Work Day April 6
Father/Son Retreat April 12-13
Quilt & Craft Camp April 26-28
National Young Adult Conf. at CBD May 24-26
Senior Adult Day with Peggy Ann Bradnick May 31
Hoss’s Fundraiser June 9

Family Camp August 16-18
Heritage Fair September 21

Have questions?
Contact your Camp Representative, David Meadows, at 814-599-6017 or meadowd@juniata.edu.




== Annual Conference

[/ exists to unite, strengthen and equip the Church of the Brethren to follow Jesus,

News Greensboro About v Policies v Statements Compelling Vision Contact

“Proclaim Christ; Reclaim Passion”
Annual Conference 2019
July 3-7
Greensboro, NC
Sheraton/Koury Convention Center

Registration & housing open March 4

Let us proclaim the One in whom we live and move and have our being, the One who stands at the center of our
life together, Jesus the Christ. As we together proclaim Christ, may we reclaim passion for Him our Divine
Teacher, Savior and Redeemer, and Lord and King. May we reclaim passion for our life together as gathered
believers called Church of the Brethren and return to our first love as His bride, the church.

The proclamation of Christ brings a message of 'New Creation!" through a daily dying to self and living for Him who
died for us. When God's Spirit is at work in us, seeds are produced for ongoing transformation yielding fresh
blossoms of passion for the Kingdom throughout our lives. May we each embrace Christ's transformation personally
and open our spirits for how we are called to be transformed as His Church in today’s world.

2 Corinthian 5:17-18: So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation...

Daily Themes and Scriptures

Wednesday, July 3 Friday, July 5
— Proclaim Christ as Love — Proclaim Christ as Peace
¢ Isaiah 43:18-21 e Isaiah 52:7-10; 55:1-13
e 2 Corinthians 5:12-21 o Zechariah 8:12-17
o Philippians 4:4-9
Thursday, July 4 o Matthew 5:9, 23-26, 38-48; 18:15-17
— Proclaim Christ as Redeemer e John 10:1-10
e Psalm 36:5-6 e Ephesians 2:14-22
o |[saiah 1:16-20
¢ |saiah 56:1-8 Saturday, July 6
e |saiah 61 — Proclaim Christ as Servant
 |saiah 65:17-25 e Psalm 51:1-19
o [saiah 66:22-23 e [saiah 25:6-10; 42:1-9
o Amos 5:21-24 e 1 Corinthians 11:23-34
e Luke 4:16-30 e Philippians 2:1-11
¢ Romans 8:18-25 o Matthew 25:31-46; 26:17-29
¢ Romans 10:5-15 e John 13:1-17
¢ Colossians 1:20-33

Sunday, July 7
— Proclaim Christ as Lord
e Deuteronomy 6:1-19
o Romans 12




| Hope Your Piggy Bank is Bulging a Bit!

Or are you like my son, David, and my brother, Chris? Their coins can
be found scattered in their trucks, on top of their bureaus, on the
kitchen window sill and even in the washer and dryer!

Are you wondering why | care about your loose change?! Well.... it's because the
Coordinating Team of Middle PA District has sent a request asking for spare change to
support the budget of our local outreach ministries. The formal title for this collection is

Pennies for Witness.

Last year, our congregation collected over $200 in just 5 months (May to October). My
hope is that by starting two months earlier, we can surpass that figure and raise $350
this year.

So, start collecting your change at home and bring it to the church when you can. Look
for the white plastic tub in the back of the sanctuary on Sunday’s and on the filing
cabinet in the church office on weekdays.

In the coming months, | will share more about where those pennies, nickels, dimes and
quarters go so they end up helping others.

So, keep your eyes peeled for stray coins around the house, and don’t forget to check in
the cushions of your favorite chair! Take my word for it, you won'’t be sorry you made
the effort.

Carolyn Lidston
Your delegate to District Conference

2019 Easter Flowers

Celebrate the joy of Easter with beautiful Easter tulips!
Tulips are $10.00 each, and are in 6" pots. If you would like to
order tulips for the Easter service, contact the office by April 14™
with the information indicated below. Tulips will be displayed on
the Worship Center during Easter and may be taken home following
the 10:45am Easter worship service, or on the following Monday.
Happy Easterll

Forms are available at the church, or you may email/call the office with:
Your Name (as you'd like it to appear in the bulletin) and contact information
(should we need to reach you), the number of tulips being ordered and the
name(s) of those you are remembering/honoring (please specify which).
You may contact the office if you have any questions.




Ethics

By Eugene R. Goshorn

Work for a cause — not applause; live to express — not impress. Don’t pose to be
seen — make your absence noticed. We use these and other “common sense” values
help guide our lives.

The influence of the Hebrew Bible and the Christian New Testament, also give rise
to values that show us how to live. These “common sense” values provide moral
balance in a seemingly unbalanced world, according to an article by Dr. Richard
Lee, founding pastor of the First Redeemer Church in Atlanta, Georgia.

One of the focal points for us as Christians is this verse from Deuteronomy 6:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” It’s called the “Shema” (which
means “to hear” in English). The rest of the passage goes like this, “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk down the
road; when you lie down, and when you get up... write them on the doorposts of
your houses and on your gates.”

We read in Proverbs 1:7 that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”

It has been written, “think of these words as you age. As you get older, you really
just want to be surrounded by good people — good for you, good to you, and good
for your soul.”

The great American statesman, Daniel Webster, was once asked what the most
sobering thought was that entered his mind. He quickly responded by stating, “My
personal accountability to God.”




Ministerial Candidates
| Stone Church’s vision statement reminds us that we seek to
_;'_ ""q be a place “where all are spiritually nourished, equipped and

~,;§_;'-'_~_f-=-:_-:--_.;- = “.. empowered to continue the work of Jesus, peacefully, simply,
M%% together.” As part of that vision, Stone Church has played a

- SET APART ’-i part in God’s calling of numerous people to set apart ministry.

A

N

’1 We currently have 4 members exploring a call to ministry.

Mary Garvey, Rick Laabs, Andrew Wenger, and Sara White.
We are excited to walk alongside them on this journey. The process begins with them
selecting a calling cohort, a group of people (including pastors and members of the
congregation) to serve as a sounding board and as mentors over the course of the year as
they explore God’s call on their lives. They’ve also been taking courses - as seminary students
and through the Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center, learning about themselves and training
in the work of pastoral ministry.

After a year together with this calling cohort group, they may be called by the district and
church as Licensed Ministers. Please continue to be in prayer for Mary, Rick, Andrew, and
Sara as they follow where God is leading them, continuing the work of Jesus in their lives,
peacefully, simply, and together.

Older Adult Lunch

Tuesday, March 19 at 12 noon in room 102.

If you know someone 65 or older who might enjoy this time of gathering, invite
them!! Reservations are requested in the church office (643-3390 or
stonechurch@verizon.net) by Monday, March 18.

53%{’ Men’s Breakfast
S (Road Trip!)

8am - Saturday, March 16

—=/) This month we're planning a Road Trip to The Bistro
at 403 Village Way, Martinsburg. There will be
carpooling from Stone Church. Details to follow in
the Friday Flash and Bulletin, or call the church office!

All men are welcome!




March Birthdays

2—Chuck Yohn 17—Tim Launtz

6—Paul Elder 23—Lori Fagan

7—Lydia Price 24—Shelby Anders
12—O0Oscar Tuten 25—Brandon Conaway
14—Barb Zanylo 26—Knox Boyer
15—Seppi Grugan 26—Taylor Boyer
16—Sarah Worley 26—Carol Oldring

March Anniversaries
24—Patti & Phil Paterson

26—Kate Thurston-Griswold
26—Kim Witkovsky
27—Chris Gibboney
27—Charlie Paterson
29—Maryln Ignath
30—Anita Soliday

organ.

We will ask the young people to collect your items as they
come for the Young People Gathering time. The March item
for the Huntingdon Food Pantry is CANNED FRUIT, but any
items may be brought for the cause of helping alleviate
hunger in our community. Donations at other times may be
placed in the wagon outside the sanctuary doors by the

IN February, the item was Beans. We collected 71 cans & 1 bag of beans as well as 1 corn, 1
tuna, 1 rice, 1 peach, 1 pumpkin,2 soup, 2 peanut butter, and 8 pasta. This offering, plus
$175.42 in cash, was donated to this local ministry during the third Sunday monthly offering.
(Last month, that “wagon-full” contained 97 mac-n-cheese, 2 Similac, 1 olive, 2 spaghetti, and

12 beans1)

Grocery Gift Cards
Every card helps our church!

Purchase a Stone Church Grocery Gift Card
on Sundays at the back of the sanctuary
or in the church office Monday-Thursday.

Coordinators are Barb Purdy and Cheryl Ritchey.
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Ash Wednesday Service
March 6 @ 6:30pm
Taizé Worship Service

March 24 (@ 6pm ? Lent Begins
@ p Ash We%:lnesday




