Leadership Position

Annual Conference Delegate

  I.  Area of Responsibility

Serve as a delegate for the Stone Church of the Brethren for a one-year term.

 II.  The role of the national and international organizations in the life and ministry of the

      Church of the Brethren

There are a number of offices and organizations that provide guidance and resources to the Church of the Brethren as it extends its ministry and witness to a global reach.  These include the Mission and Ministry Board, the Office of the General Secretary, the Ministry Office, Brethren Press, Bethany Theological Seminary, On Earth Peace.  Some of the ministries carried out by these offices and organizations include Brethren Volunteer Service, Brethren Disaster Ministries, National Youth Conference, National Older Adult Conference, Global Women’s Project, resources for Christian education and evangelism and new church development.  These offices, organizations and ministries, and many more unnamed, are the national and international face of the church, united under the name of the Church of the Brethren and the mission to “Continue the work of Jesus.  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.
III.  The role of Annual Conference

Annual Conference articulates the mission of the Church and serves as the final authority in the Church of the Brethren for belief and polity.  The organizations and ministries of the church at the national and international level report to and recognize the Conference as authoritative for their work.  
The Conference meets once a year in locations that rotate among regions of the U.S.  It includes more than a thousand delegates who come from local congregations, Standing Committee made up of representatives from Districts, Conference Officers elected by previous Conferences and non-delegates that come for the fellowship, worship and to observe the business sessions.  (Non-delegates may speak in business sessions but may not vote.)  The business of the Conference generally follows Robert’s Rules of Order and is decided by voting.  Sometimes an issue may be decided by consensus.  
 IV.  Annual Conference Delegates

Annual Conference delegates are called out by the Gifts Discernment Team and the call is affirmed by the Congregational Forum.  Pastors and members of the Congregation are eligible to serve.

The primary responsibility of a delegate, in addition to seeking to understand and support the work of the Global Church is to attend the Annual Conference and hear, consider and make decisions about the business of the church.  In this regard a delegate should carefully prepare by reviewing the upcoming business in materials provided by the National Office, attending the Middle Pennsylvania District Briefing Session, and, when appropriate, discussing issues with other members of the Congregation.  While it is important for a delegate to represent the congregation to the best of his or her ability, actual decisions are always at the discretion of the delegate’s conscience.  Delegates will be called on to report Conference business back to the congregation.  The time and manner of the report is generally decided in consultation with the pastors.

The church Administrative Assistant will register the delegates for Annual Confeerence and pay the delegate fee and provide funds to help with travel and housing at the Conference.  The delegate is responsible for making his or her travel and housing arrangements.
Responsible to:  Congregational Forum
