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Stone Church of the Brethren is a Christ-centered community,

which celebrates every individual as a unique and beloved child

of God.

We welcome all regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation,

marital status, race, ethnicity, physical or mental ability,

economic circumstance, or current relationship with God. 

We invite your active participation in the life of this

congregation, as together we continue to grow in grace and

seek justice for God’s creation.

A D O P T E D  B Y  O U R  C O N G R E G A T I O N  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 2

Our Welcome Statement

P A S T O R ' S  D E S K  -  2 & 3
L E N T  L O G O  E X P L A N A T I O N  -  4
E V E N T S  -  5 & 6
N E W S  F R O M  C A M P  -  7
S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  S C H E D U L E  -  8
S M A L L  W O R L D  P R O J E C T  -  9
W O R K I N G  G R O U P  U P D A T E  -  9
G E N E ' S  J O T T I N G S  -  1 0
S T A Y I N G  I N  C O M M U N I T Y  -  1 1

M O R E   R E A D S  I N S I D E :



From the Pastors' Desk

Martin B. Copenhaver asserts in his book, Jesus is the Question, that Jesus is
asked roughly 183 questions in the gospels. Of those he answers 3. And he
asks somewhere around 307! Given those numbers, it seems that the task of
following Jesus is centered much more clearly in deep questions as opposed
to clear answers.  

Our Lenten theme, Seeking: Honest Questions for a Deeper Faith, dives
head-first into that assertion, inviting us to consider: What am I seeking?
What is God seeking?

Reflecting on the theme, Sarah Are Speed writes:
“So often faith is portrayed as something you have or you don’t. You are
strong in your faith, or you are knee-deep in doubt. It’s one or the other. This
black and white thinking fits with our society's obsession with choosing
sides. However, it doesn’t fit with my experience of faith. For me, faith has
always been an experience of seeking—seeking God in the world, seeking the
good, seeking a deeper truth. I seek my way through prayer. I seek my way
into scripture. I am forever cobbling together memories, feelings, questions,
and experiences, all in an effort to see God more clearly. When we studied
the scriptures for this season of Lent, I saw that same hungry seeking in the
text. Over and over, people ask questions. Jesus asks questions. The crowds
ask questions. Everyone seems to be looking for something deeper, and it is
that honest curiosity that allows them to run into the Divine. This Lent, I long
for that same experience for all of us. So may we be seekers. May we ask
questions. May we look for God under every rock and stone. And in the
seeking, may we find.”

Lent is often a time where we let spiritual practices such as prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving guide us into deeper relationship, but I wonder what
happens if we embrace seeking itself as a spiritual practice - one that
requires openness, curiosity, flexibility, and wonder. How might you choose
to seek out connection with others? With God?

One of the ways we will seek to be more of a community in Lent is to bring
back the longtime Stone Church practice of verbally sharing our prayer
concerns and joys during our communal worship time. We will have to do it
a bit differently because of the realities of our virtual footprint and our desire
to protect the privacy of everyone. But we look forward to the ways that this
helps us support one another more fully and share with one another more
honestly the real pieces of our lives.  



We also look forward to the ways that poetry- written by members of our
own community will help us engage alongside one another and the
scripture in new ways.  We will continue our practice of using original art to
guide our seeking as well.  So as we begin this new season - where will you
seek with us?  How will you connect and grow?  What questions will you ask?  
What wonderings will drive you deeper?

at the start by Sarah Are Speed
Is this the fast I choose? Will I wake with the sun each morning? Will I start
with thank you? Will I peel back the cage around my frame to let you in or
will I get too busy? Will my Bible collect dust on the shelf, along with my
journal, along with my sense of self, or will I roll back the stone and wade in?
Every new season beckons something of us— attention, beauty, the chance to
create. This season is no different. So, like moths to the light, will we find our
way toward God, or will we hover, circling fake suns? I am seeking something
deeper. I am kicking off my shoes. I am starting this season on holy ground.

Poetry Reading March 19 at 2:00PM
Join us as we share some of the poetry we have written or enjoyed during
this Lenten Season.  The gathering will be informal - you are welcome to
share an original poem (or more than one!), or a poem where you are finding
lots of meaning or resonance right now that someone else wrote, or you are
welcome to simply come and listen.  If you don’t see yourself as a poet - or if
you just need a bit more guidance on how you might start one, you can get a
set of poetry prompts for Lent in the back of the sanctuary, by contacting the
office, by clicking the link below, OR you can use the “Where I’m from…”
template to create a poem.  These are easy ways to enter in and so we hope
you’ll try!  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall on March 19 at 2pm.  If you
want snacks - bring enough to share!

 
To Find the Lenten
Poetry Prompts, 

Click Here
 

To Find the "Where I'm
From" Poetry Template,

Click Here
 

For an explanation of the above logo - see the next page!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SaI-DaeZrd3ErtqmOvX-_8paueh0tPYi/view?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFbO-oI6K4/edit




Upcoming Events

Lenten Art Devotions are Back!
Held virtually every Wednesday at 7 pm, starting on March 1st

We will once again gather with Donna Rhodes at 7:00pm each Wednesday
to look at original art as a way of engaging our imaginations alongside
scripture and visuals.  The artists at Sanctified Art write, "we hope viewers
develop their own interpretations of the art we create."  The art is created in
order for us to engage it!  All of us will see it a bit differently and some of the
joy of gathering together to discuss is the uncovering of layers we would not
have seen alone.  Don't miss this chance to study scripture in this way!  The
link to attend is in your Friday Flash.

Thursday Afternoon Walks
Held in-person on Thursdays at 4 pm and will meet in the parking lot of the
Peace Chapel.

Enjoy walking outside? Anyone interested is invited to meet at 4 PM on
Thursdays at the Peace Chapel parking lot for a little exercise and a lot of
community. The main goal of the time is to simply make connections within
the community while enjoying a common activity - come the weeks you can
and get a chance to visit while walking. Bring your family, friends, dog, or
even your pet capybara! We’ll cancel in the event of heavy rain or
thunderstorms.

Ladies' Prayer Breakfast!
Held in-person Saturday, March 4th at 8 am at the Allenport United
Methodist Church.

The next Mount Union Area Ladies' Prayer Breakfast will take place on
Saturday, March 4th at 8am.The host church will be the Allenport UMC. The
speaker will be Pastor Sylvia Morris. Contact Pam Grugan if you have any
questions.

Harrisburg Service Trip
Held in-person from March 8 - 10th

All youth in grades 9-12 are invited to join the Middle PA CoB service trip to
Harrisburg, PA! We will be staying at Harrisburg First Church of the Brethren
and volunteer in different places around town, while learning about issues
like homelessness, hunger, and poverty. There will be time for some
exploration too! We will meet the morning of March 8 and return Friday
evening, March 10. This trip can be used for volunteer or community service
hours. For more information, click here, or stop by the office.

https://files.constantcontact.com/06b34d87801/e17f3c3d-779a-4a76-a84c-5c1d0213f95c.pdf?rdr=true


Upcoming Events - continued

Poetry Reading
Held in-person on Sunday, March 19th at 2 pm in the Fellowship Hall

For more information, check out page 3 in the newsletter.

Celebration Lunch for It's A Small World
Held in-person on Sunday, March 26th in the Fellowship Hall

For more information, check out page 9 of the Newsletter. 

Palm Sunday Pancake Brunch 
Held in-person on Sunday, April 2nd after Service in the Fellowship Hall.

After several years of hiatus, Stone Church men and boys will be preparing and serving
a pancake brunch after worship on Palm Sunday April 2nd. Please mark your
calendars and plan to join us for a brunch of pancakes, maple syrup, sausage and fruit.

Calling all Stone men and boys to assist in preparing and serving the meal. We will also
need assistance in setting up and cleaning-up afterwards. This will be a great
opportunity for new members to work with and get to know other Stone Church men.
If you are willing to assist please contact Rick Laabs.

Children's Disaster Services Volunteer Workshop
Held in-person from April 14th - 15th at Ebenezer UMC in Newark, Delaware.

This training to participate in the Church of the Brethren’s Disaster services support to
children is being offered in the northeast at Ebenezer UMC in Newark, Delaware. The
training is April 14-15, 2023. Cost is $55. The registration fee covers materials and trainer
costs. Meals and overnight accommodations. For more information visit
www.childrensdisasterservices.org.

FaithX Summer 2023
Registration opened on Wednesday, February 1st at 7 pm

Join the church of the Brethren’s FaithX Summer programs! (Formerly called “Church
of the Brethren Work Camps”.) FaithX Summer 2023 registration opens on Wednesday,
February 1st at 7:00pm Eastern! A total of 12 service trips are planned for junior high,
senior high, adult, and we are able participants. Join a FaithX trip to put your faith into
action, examine your beliefs, build friendships, and explore a new place! View the full
schedule and complete your registration at www.brethren.org/faithx. Or talk to Pastor
Cindy for more information! 

http://www.childrensdisasterservices.org/
http://www.brethren.org/faithx


Junior Retreat – Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord! 
March 3, 7:00 p.m. – March 4, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for 24 hours of music and outdoor fun! We love to sing here at camp, not just
because it’s fun, but because singing is a form of Worship. Psalm 100: 1-2 tells us “Shout
for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with
joyful songs”. Start thinking of your favorite camp songs and join us for a wonderful
weekend at CBD! This retreat is open to all 3-5 graders. Cost is $35 if you register before
February 25th!

Annual Dinners – March 24 & 25
You’re invited to Camp's Annual Dinner! This event is a fundraiser that features amazing
food, fellowship, and wonderful entertainment. Your $50 donation goes a long way in
supporting the mission of Camp Blue Diamond. Entertainment will be ventriloquist
Jimmy Swogger & Friends. For a full menu, tickets, and more info, see the enclosed flyer
or contact Stone Church’s servers, David Meadows and Amanda Helfrich. 

Quilt and Craft Camp – April 14-16
This annual event is a spiritual retreat centered on our God-gifted creativity. Together we
worship God and create beauty though the work our hands and the love in our hearts.
The weekend is for crafts of all types. Bring your quilt work, cross stitch, knitting, scrap
booking, etc… and join the fun! Workshops will be available on Saturday offering
opportunities to learn a new skill! Cost is $90 for the weekend or $50 for Saturday only.
For more info and online registration, visit www.campbluediamond.org/retreats-%26-
events.

Breakfast With the Birds – May 12 & 13
Join us for our Spring Migration “Breakfast with the Birds” morning at Camp Blue
Diamond. Gabe Imler will lead us around Camp looking for bird species that are passing
through Rothrock State Forest. The bird walk will begin on Saturday, May 13 at 7 a.m.
with a bird-themed breakfast to follow. Or, if you would like to come the night before
and participate in a guided night hike, overnight lodging and a snack will be provided.
Cost for Saturday only is $20; cost for both Friday and Saturday is $40. All ages and
experience levels welcome! Feel free to bring your own binoculars and field guides. For
more info and online registration, visit www.campbluediamond.org/retreats-%26-events.

Junior Retreat  - March 3-4
Annual Dinners - March 24 & 25
Spring Outdoor School - March 27 – May 5
Quilt & Craft Camp - April 14 – 16
Breakfast with the Birds - May 12 & 13
Heritage Fair - September 16

Upcoming Events

 

W R I T T E N  B Y  D A V I D  M E A D O W S

Have questions?
Contact your Camp
Representative, David
Meadows







Sunday school begins at 9:30 am - please join us

If you are interested is assisting with Children’s Sunday school classes,
please contact the Christian Education team (Chair, Chuck Yohn).

March Sunday School Schedule

The Intergenerational Class made pretzels together on February
19th. Check out the fun below!



W R I T T E N  B Y  P A M  G R U G A N

It's a Small World Book Project: Check Out Challenge Update

To celebrate our meeting the challenge, we’re going all out with a LISA
LUNCH and prizes, sure to be Divine. On Sunday, MARCH 26, 2023, we’ll meet
in the Fellowship Hall after worship to Dine & Discuss. We’ll be enjoying a
lunch prepared by Lisa Hosler and Friends while we discuss the many books
we’ve read together in the last year.

Please email or call the Stone Church office to reserve your place at the table.
ALL are welcome! 

Working Group Update & Thanks
W R I T T E N  B Y  S H A R O N  Y O H N

 It’s been a busy couple months. Our congregation finalized the shared pastoral
and congregational ministry priorities for the year and you’ve answered lots of
questions during worship! Thank you for sharing with us, and considering how
you can contribute to Stone Church and possibly enrich your life as you do so. 

From just a quick survey of responses, it’s clear that many of you are looking for
chances to connect more deeply with this community. From this, the
Leadership Team decided to create some opportunities where the logistics are
small but the connections can still be meaningful. Folks with kids can email
Emily Elder to join a text thread for play date opportunities at local parks.
Anyone can walk on Thursdays at the Peace Chapel (meet at the parking lot at 4
PM) for a chance to walk and talk in the fresh air. The Working Group will keep
digging into those data and working to determine how to create opportunities
to connect and volunteer.  

We’re meeting our Check Out Challenge,
and it’s time to CELEBRATE!

 
 

Since April 6, 2021, our Stone Church family has been reading
through our collection of 52 books to learn about the

accomplishments and history of our siblings, who are Black,
Indigenous, and other People of Color (BIPOC). 

 
Some of us have read all 52 books; others have read one or two
books each month; and still others have participated in Story

Time Sundays with Jay Hosler and Pastor Cindy during worship. 



W R I T T E N  B Y  G E N E  G O S H O R N

Gene's Jottings

"March-ing" to History

This month of March, 2023 is a busy one for those who pay attention to
current events. Those who think they are Irish have St Patrick’s Day on the
17th. Roman historians remember Julius Caesar March 15, when he failed to
heed the soothsayer who warned him to “Beware the Ides of March” and not
go the Senate that day. Caesar went anyway and was murdered there.

The first day of March for you readers to ponder is March 7, National Sharon
Day, set aside for women like my daughter, Sharon. This day was set aside
about 100 years ago when “Sharon” was one of the top ten names used for
newborn girls. We named our Sharon so because her mother was a McCarthy
of County Cork. Little did we know that the name was a Hebrew name
meaning “of the fertile plain,” and it refers to an area between Israel's
shoreline and the Samarian Hills. 

Sunday, March 12, marks the beginning of Daylight Saving Time, which was
first started in Germany in 1916, during WW I as an energy-saving measure.
The United States followed suit in 1918 and reinstated it in 1942, during WW
II. Those who appreciate a nice pair of shorts to end the Winter season will
be happy to learn that Spring springs upon us on March 20. We do have to
lose an hour of sleep with the change to Daylight Saving Time.

I must return to St. Patrick’s Day to settle some myths about the man who
became the Patron Saint of Ireland. He was born in Roman Britain, NOT
Ireland, to a relatively wealthy family according to most historians. At age
sixteen, he was kidnapped by Irish raiders and sold as a slave to a Celtic
priest in Northern Ireland. After toiling six years as a shepherd, he fled back
to britain. He wrote that he fled Ireland when he heard a voice he believed
to be the voice of God. He walked nearly 200 miles from County Mayo to the
Irish coast. He later returned to Ireland and served as a missionary the rest of
his life until his death on March 17. Since around the ninth or tenth century
people have been observing the Roman Catholic Feast of St. Patrick on this
date. The first St. Patrick’s day parade took place in America, not Ireland.
Records show that a parade was held on March 17 of 1601. The Feast Day of
St. Patrick was and still is a holy day in Christianity while some think of it as a
day for beer. The March 17 celebration started in 1631. He had been Patron
Saint of Ireland and died around the fifth century–more than a thousand
years before the modern Church got around to establishing the Feast Day. St.
Patrick reported in his writing that had restored to life some thirty
individuals.

March on siblings in faith!



March Birthdays
2nd - Chuck Yohn
6th - Paul Elder
9th - Rowan Roth
12th - Oscar Tuten
14th - Beau Buterbaugh *3
15th - Seppi Grugan
16th - Sarah Worley
17th - Tim Launtz
23rd - Dan Cook-Huffman
23rd - Lori Fagan
24th - Shelby Anders
25th - Brandon Conaway
26th - Taylor Boyer *11
26th - Knox Boyer *11
26th - Carol Oldring
26th - Sandino Phillippe-Grugan *3
26th - Kate Thurston-Griswold
26th - Kim Witkovsky
27th - Chris Gibboney
27th - Charlie Paterson
30th - Anita Soliday

March Anniversaries
24th - Phillip & Patricia Paterson

Staying in Community
F I N D  W A Y S  T O  C E L E B R A T E  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  B E L O W !

Homebound Members
U S E  T H E  A D D R E S S E S  B E L O W  T O  R E A C H  O U T  T O  T H O S E  I N  O U R

C O M M U N I T Y  T H A T  A R E  U N A B L E  T O  J O I N  U S  I N - P E R S O N

Gene Goshorn
14155 Hill Valley Rd.
Mt. Union PA 17066

DeLois Fluke  
11325 Raystown Rd. 
Huntingdon, PA 16652

Louise Smith
11642 Station Road
Huntingdon, PA 16652

Westminster Woods
John Bowser                                           
Sue Martin                                              
John Keiper


