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Stone Church of the Brethren is a Christ-centered community,

which celebrates every individual as a unique and beloved child of

God.

We welcome all regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation,

marital status, race, ethnicity, physical or mental ability, economic

circumstance, or current relationship with God. 

We invite your active participation in the life of this congregation, as

together we continue to grow in grace and seek justice for God’s

creation.
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Our Welcome Statement
P A S T O R ' S  D E S K  -  2
E V E N T S  A N D
A N N O U N C E M E N T S -  3
D I S T R I C T  C O N F E R E N C E
R E P O R T -  5

M O R E   R E A D S  I N S I D E :



There was this moment - and I remember thinking, “This is so cool!”

Cindy plans these great adventures for our family.  Toward summer’s end, she
signed us up for a tour and train ride out at the East Broad Top Railroad.  We ended
up mixed in with a group that had these older gentlemen - real train buffs.  One of
them had worked in a foundry when he was younger, helping cast iron into pieces
that made the great machines.  Others had toured railyards all across the country. 
 There was a younger guy with a camera who loved taking pictures of the
locomotives.  And then there was us - Cindy and me, a middle aged couple who
knew hardly a thing about steam engines and three young boys full of excitement.

The tour was incredible.  And there was this moment - fairly early on in the tour -
when we found ourselves in the Round House, surrounded by these beautiful iron
giants, and I thought - “This is so cool!”

Our kids were loving it.  Seeing the great machines towering over us and learning
how they worked.  The guide was showing them inside the engines.  They were
fascinated.  And so was I.  It was all new to me - and I marveled at the ingenuity
that went into their design and creation.  The older guys, the railroad buffs - they
knew all the ins and outs of the locomotives already - but they seemed to genuinely
enjoy being around the great steam engines, and sharing their insights and stories
with us and with our kids as well.  There was something about being all together in
it that made the experience better for us all.  

This October we’ve got some incredible opportunities to be together - beginning
with our new Sunday School Class for all ages.  It’s called Piecing Together the
Brethren Way and it connects the scriptures, with the stories and practices of our
peculiar Brethren tradition, and with our own lives - that continue the great story
like a river running on into the future.  It’s going to be exciting - whether you’re an
elder who knows all about the Brethren, young and full of excitement, or middle
aged and know hardly a thing about our strange history.  The class will run on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 for just 7-weeks beginning THIS SUNDAY (October 2nd)!  

Also this Sunday - we’ll be taking Communion together in worship.  It’s this
tangible expression of our faith that we do as a whole community, young and old -
here on World Communion Sunday with followers of Jesus from around the globe.  

So, “All aboard!”  Young, old, and everything in between - we hope you’ll join us for
this next great adventure!

W R I T T E N  B Y  B E N  L A T T I M E R

From the Pastor's Desk



Upcoming Events

Announcements

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, October 15th, 8:00 am
This event will be held in-person at Donna's Restaurant
Join us for some great fellowship, a few corny jokes and a light reflection. If you are
interested in attending, send your email address to Rick Laabs and he will send you an
invitation. Watch the Friday Flash for updates! If you have questions, call Rick.

Violent Extremism, Radicalization and Boko Haram
Wednesday, October 19th, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
This event will be held in-person at Stone Church of the Brethren
Leader: Dr. Amr Abdalla Scholar in Residence, The Baker Institute, Juniata College
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center and The Baker Institute for Peace at Juniata are
coordinating to host this event. Consider attending to develop a more sophisticated
understanding of violent extremism and terrorism with special attention to the Boko
Haram movement in Nigeria and the violence suffered by Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria
(Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). Participants will explore the social, cultural,
political, and religious processes that result in radicalization and violent extremism
wrongly in the name of Islam and consider how best to confront those processes from
an inter-religious perspective. Includes lunch. Stone Church folks can attend this event
at no cost, although a donation is welcome. Please talk to Donna Rhodes to register.

Stewardship Series: The Opportunity of Blessing
In order to build the financial plan for next year, Stone Church needs to know your plan.   
In October, we will all be asked to consider financial commitment to Stone Church for
the coming year.  Additional information coming soon.  Members of the Finance Team,
and the Leadership Team are happy to hear your questions and concerns.  

Intergenerational Sunday School Class
Sundays, Oct. 2nd thru Nov. 13th, 9:30 am
This event will be held hybrid at Stone Church of the Brethren
We are planning to teach a curriculum called Piecing Together the Brethren Way
during our normal Sunday School time for 7 weeks this Fall, beginning on October 2nd.
Our very own Joanne Thurston-Griswold helped create the curriculum and it includes
music from our own Andy and Terry Murray! The curriculum was originally designed for
children - but we believe it has the potential to create a unique intergenerational
opportunity for our church family as well. And so we are inviting adults and youth to be
a part of this time too. Not only does it provide a space for people of all ages in our
congregation to learn the stories of our "great cloud of witnesses" who have passed the
baton to us - it also gives us an important opportunity to connect the wisdom and
experience and love of our adults with the children of our church - cultivating
relationships that may bear fruit for generations to come. We hope you’ll plan to
participate! 



I lost a dear friend, Nelson Earp, not too many years ago. He was a railroad man
and worked as a conductor. As it turns out, he died of a heart attack on the job.
Unfortunately, at my stage in life losing friends becomes all too frequent. I also
have plenty of time to reflect on friends I’ve had over the years. It's led me to
whimsical thoughts and feelings as well as more significant and thoughtful
ones. 

On the whimsical side, I am reminded of the Cole Porter song, “Friendship,”
made famous by Ethel Merman. It’s a little silly and over-the-top, but there’s a
little bit of warmth in it too. The lyrics are a fun read. Here they are:

If you're ever in a jam, here I am 
If you're ever in a mess, S-O-S 

If you ever feel so happy, you land in jail, I'm your bail. 
It's friendship, friendship, just a perfect blendship. 

When other friendships have been forgot, 
Ours will still be hot. 

Lah-dle-ah-dle-ah-dle dig, dig, dig.
If you're ever up a tree, phone to me. 

If you're ever down a well, ring my bell. 
If you ever lose your teeth, and you're out to dine, borrow mine. 

It's friendship, friendship, just a perfect blendship. 
When other friendships have been forgate, 

Ours will still be great. 
Lah-dle-ah-dle-ah-dle, chuck, chuck, chuck.

If they ever black your eyes, put me wise. 
If they ever cook your goose, turn me loose. 

If they ever put a bullet through your brain, I'll complain. 
It's friendship, friendship, just a perfect blendship. 

When other friendships have been forgit, 
Ours will still be it. 

Lah-dle-ah-dle-ah-dle, hep, hep, hep.

The warm part of this song reminds me of friends I’ve made at Stone Church
through playing TRIVIA at standing Stone Coffee Company over the past eight
or ten years. I’m sad not to be able to do this anymore, but the memory of these
friends and our fun evenings together is good for my soul. It makes me happy
that some of the folks I brought together remember me and continue to play
(and win!) a few years down the road. 

And so we move into the darker days of fall and winter. I’m grateful for my
dearest friend, Alberta, and all the others including my trivia buddies and
Nelson. I am holding the warmth and light of friendship in my heart. May you do
the same.

Thoughts on Friendship
W R I T T E N  B Y  G E N E  G O S H O R N



The District Conference for the Middle PA District was held September 16-17 at
Camp Blue Diamond. Representatives from churches across the district join
together to hear about the work of various ministries supported by Middle District
and to vote about business of the district including the election of candidates for
various positions. Following District Conference, Camp Blue Diamond’s Annual
Meeting was held. This year, Delegates included Sharon Yohn, Leadership Team
Chair; Cindy Lattimer, Pastoral Delegate; and Jeannie Lashlee. The Moderator was
Mike Benner and Moderator-Designate was Morgan Knepp. During worship Friday
evening and throughout the afternoon on Saturday, Mike Benner encouraged
delegates to meet new people and discuss topics about faith such as spiritual unity.
The theme of the conference was “Be of one heart with Jesus” citing the scripture
Phillipians 2:2 and verses in John 17. District Executive, David Banaszak gave his
report in which he discussed having individuals training for ministry, the need to
call out individuals for training and service due to lack of pastors for placement in
churches and some churches decision to “seek independence or alignment with
Covenant Brethren Churches” due to theological differences. Attendees heard
reports regarding ministries supported by (or affiliated with) Middle PA District
including Disaster Ministries, Trucker Traveler Ministries, Eder Financial,
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center, Juniata College and the Village at Morrison’s
Cove to name a few. Interspersed were stories of “Jesus in the Neighborhood” about
churches making an impact in their local communities.

Heritage Fair is an annual, fun, fall event taking place at Camp Blue Diamond on the
3rd Saturday in September. Churches throughout the Middle PA District come
together to raise money for Camp Blue Diamond and ministries of the District.
Popular attractions include watching a working cider press (and purchasing it
fresh), the “Dunk the Dunkard” dunking booth, delicious food, craft items, fall
flowers, children’s games and children’s activities. Over the years Stone Church has
served in different ways at Heritage Fair. In the 1990s, Carolyn Lidston and Jeannie
Lashlee staffed a booth in the children’s area – most recently “Spin Art” painting.
More recently, Stone Church decided to make monetary contributions towards
Heritage Fair instead in the forms of proceeds from Baked Potato Bars and “Souper
Bowl” lunches. This year, Stone Church played a role at Heritage Fair on September
17th, by working the Sawdust Pile. Leonard Steele of Bethel formerly operated this
activity until his death. If you or your children are not familiar with the sawdust pile
event, it’s just what it sounds like – a pile of sawdust but with coins hidden inside.
Participants dig through to find treasure. “I liked seeing the faces of the little ones
when they found something,” said Paul Hoover, who along with Jeannie Lashlee
staffed the event. Our own Cyrus Lattimer gleefully exclaimed, “Money!” Ezra
Lattimer showed his commitment to the activity when he appeared to be poised to
make a sawdust angel FACE FIRST. The event was funded by Witness Team whose
prediction was correct – children often use their finds on purchases at the fair.
Jeannie overheard one little girl announce, “I found 50 cents. Now I can paint a
cookie!” This event is definitely a draw for Heritage Fair. Jeannie and Paul were
happy to take part. If you want to check it out next year, mark your calendars for
9/16/23!

District Conference and Heritage Fair Report
W R I T T E N  B Y  J E A N N I E  L A S H L E E



In the last 6 months, 36 Stone Church community members have
checked out books from our collection.

Our children have read 4 ISW books in Sunday school. We’re on our way
to becoming members of the ISW Shalom Club. (See options below.)

Jay Hosler served as a Story Time reader during worship on September 18,
2022. Our children joined Jay in the front of the sanctuary while Jay read
Chik Chak Shabbat by Mara Rockliff, a book about celebrating life with a
community of people coming from diverse traditions.  If you listened to
Jay read this book for us, be sure to write its title on your book list for any
of the “clubs” below.

We’re halfway to completing our It’s A Small World Book Project Check Out
Challenge, and here are some October highlights:

We are eager to bring the number of ISW Book Project readers up to 40 by
November. So won’t you consider joining...

the Shalom Club and reading 12 books by April 6, 2023
 

the Know Your Neighbor Club and reading 24 books by April 6, 2023
 

the All Around the World Club and reading all 52 books by April 6, 2023.

Read for knowledge.
Read for pleasure.

Read for community.
Read for the prizes.

It's a Small World Book Project: Check Out Challenge
W R I T T E N  B Y  P A M  G R U G A N



October Birthdays
5th - Melissa Trout
6th - Marty Keeney
6th- Dale McClure *95
8th - Reagan Oser *3
9th- Myrna Landrum
9th - Max Paterson *9
9th - Yvonne Stein
12th - Quinera Bumgardner *16
12th - Joanne Laabs
12th - Donna Rhodes
12th - Jim Tuten
16th - Bob Weld
17th- Tom Tuten
17th - Jamie White
18th - Janis Jones
19th - Gavin Musser *18
20th - Heather Hicks
20th - Maylin Musser
23rd - Henry Elder *10
23rd - Chip Gibboney
23rd - Barb Moyer *91
24th - Rebecca Weld
25th - Aaron Rhodes
26th - Kathryn Beck
27th - Dante Fisher
27th - Sue Martin
29th - Thelma Wallace *95
30th - Laurie McMinn
30th - Judy Pheasant
31th - Darlene Bumgardner
31th - Maggie Lashlee *21

October Anniversaries
6th- Joanne & Rick Laabs
13th - Jon & Roxann Yon
17th - Ryan Wetzel & Sarah Worley
21st - Brenda & Monte Furry
26th - John Wright & Lori Schouppe-Wright

Staying in Community
F I N D  W A Y S  T O  C E L E B R A T E  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  B E L O W !


